FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. How are taxes calculated?

Taxes are calculated based on the assessed value of your property multiplied by the mill rate.

2. What can I do if I feel my taxes are too high?

If you feel that your property is over assessed, you can set-up an appointment with the Assessor.

3. What is the abatement procedure?

An abatement application can be picked up from the Assessor’s Office and must be filed 185 days from the date of tax commitment.  The Assessor will review the application and determine if an abatement is justified.  The property owner may appeal to the Board of Assessment Review if unsatisfied by the Assessor’s determination.

4. Where can I find out what a property sold for?

The Maine Revenue Service provides the Assessor’s Office with Real Estate Transfer Tax Declaration forms, which indicates the sales price of a transaction.  These declarations are available to the public in the Assessor’s Office.

5. Where can I find out about liened properties?

The Assessor’s Office is not responsible for the collection of taxes.   Information regarding liened properties can be obtained from the Tax Collector at (207) 443-8338.

6. Why is the old owner’s name still on my tax bill?

According to Maine Taxation Law, the Assessor commits the assessment of property to the owner of record on April 1.  If the property sold after April 1, the tax commitment files (tax collection) will remain in the name of the owner of record on April 1 until the following tax commitment date at which time the new owner of record will appear on the tax bill.

